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Health & Fitness (/new-jersey/montclair/lifestyle)

Freeholder Gill: ‘Essex-Hudson Greenway’
Would Provide O�-Road Recreation
Op-Ed: An “Essex-Hudson Greenway” would bene韈�t Montclair, Glen Ridge, Bloom韈�eld, Belleville, Newark,
Kearny and Jersey City.
By Eric Kiefer (Patch Sta音�) - (https://patch.com/users/eric.kiefer) May 10, 2017 8:00 am ET
(http://my.patch.com/article/27072813/edit)
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The following letter to the editor comes courtesy of Essex County Freeholder Vice President and NJ Bike & Walk

Coalition Board Member Brendan Gill. Send local news tips, photos and press releases to eric.kiefer@patch.com.
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“The Old Boonton Line, a segment of railroad running from Montclair to Jersey City that was taken out of service

when Montclair received the Midtown Direct Train in 2002, presents a tremendous and unique opportunity to create

a greenway for residents from Essex and Hudson Counties. This potential greenway, known as both the “Essex­

Hudson Greenway” and the “Ice and Iron Trail,” would provide off­road recreation – walking, bike riding – for

residents of the many towns that the greenway would pass through: Montclair, Glen Ridge, Bloomfield, Belleville,

Newark, Kearny, and Jersey City. Also, as the entire distance to Jersey City is only 11 miles, the greenway would

provide a way to ultimately reach Manhattan (via PATH train or ferries) and points in northern New Jersey (via

Hudson ­ Bergen Light Rail) for those who would like to commute by bicycle.

“Greenways connect neighborhoods with business districts, parks, places of employment and other communities, and

they provide residents with a unique and safe off­road option for recreation and mobility. Instead of driving through

congested areas, residents and visitors use greenways to walk or ride a bike.

“Organizations like the New Jersey Bike & Walk Coalition and the Friends of the Ice and Iran Rail Trail have raised

awareness of this greenway to the point that it has caught the attention of both the East Coast Greenway Alliance and

the September 11th National Memorial Trail Alliance. The East Coast Greenway is a long­distance, urban, shared­use

trail system linking 25 major cities along the Eastern Seaboard between Calais, Maine, and Key West, Florida. This

green travel corridor will provide cyclists, runners, walkers, and other active­transportation users with a low­impact

way to explore the Eastern Seaboard and will follow the Essex­Hudson Greenway through northern New Jersey. The

announcement this past March by NJDOT of the shared use path/multi‑modal connection from Jersey City to

Newark across the WittPenn Bridge, dubbed the “East Coast Greenway Meadowlands Connector,” brings the entire

Essex­Hudson Greenway closer to a reality.

“The September 11th National Memorial Trail ­ the “911 NMT” is a trail that will honor the victims of that horrible

day back in 2001 by connecting the three crash sites and memorials along the way. The 911 NMT would follow the

Essex­Hudson Greenway as it travels east from Shanksville, Pennsylvania to Ground Zero and then south to the

Pentagon.

“The Old Boonton Line, owned by Norfolk Southern, has not been used since 2003, and was placed in “out of service”

status with the Surface Transportation Board in 2005. The right­of­way is currently showing signs of neglect, garbage

accumulation, and evidence of crime and drug use. These negative qualities serve to detract from the property values

of the adjacent landowners and tenants, both commercial and residential.

Get free real-time news alerts from the Montclair Patch.
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“The greenway would function as a linear park, providing safe places to walk and ride a bike. Families with children

and senior citizens alike would benefit from having a greenway in their town. It would also provide recreational

opportunities by connecting the communities to each other, Branch Brook Park in Newark, trails in the Hackensack

Meadowlands and various “destination” communities like Montclair, Newark, and Jersey City.
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on-senior-skip-day-patch-pm)

Everyone Will Have A Ball (Literally) With This In�atable Sprinkler
(https://patch.com/new-jersey/montclair/s/g4ofr/everyone-will-have-a-ball-literally-with-this-
in韈�atable-sprinkler)

“The Greenway would improve safety for our neighbors by providing an off­road place to walk and ride. The state has

one of the nation’s highest numbers of pedestrian and bicycle fatalities as a percentage of all road deaths, going back

to 2008. In 2015 and 2016, over 30% of road fatalities in New Jersey occurred to people who were either walking or

riding a bicycle, while the national average was 14­16%.

“Underserved communities adjacent to the line, such as Newark, Belleville and Bloomfield, would benefit from the

presence of the Greenway. These communities have non­white populations ranging from 25% to 40%, with Newark

having 25% of its residents living below the poverty line. These populations typically have higher obesity rates and

less access to healthy activities due to dangerous neighborhoods, unsafe streets, and lack of affordable transportation

options. The Greenway would provide these communities with safe, off­road access by foot or bike.

“The Essex­Hudson Greenway would have a profound impact on the seven towns from Montclair to Jersey City and

on other nearby communities, making them more attractive places to live and visit. There is nothing else like this

greenway in highly developed northeastern New Jersey. Greenways are an amenity that contribute to the overall

livability of a community, and forward­thinking communities in New Jersey should consider them as part of their

overall strategy for attracting visitors and keeping residents.”
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History!
Smash Action

(//trends.revcontent.com/click.php?
d=9fOuZ75E056nssEXxGkP1P3MrU1SQkqmDJ7r%2Boq1gLvcLn6OXO%2BZ6ijWH1wlOJhzXCcveh1iE25FuFn2E1C%2BTun3WTN9F2dD1Rf8YqToEkJYXXS4GPRyyxPjAJuVbaUheaJEnUqVXIBTPg8%2BhTypD4AnBwRNtwiv40Q1o58N4FnIb%2FYVrjB2qCrbihjCPHV%2BI5HoIvkU17gm4NmnBHLcxQ53fz2HiN8qod0EDcae%2FEdv2xhLOQZzPhSkTC5BiXwsEfxHNiJNgIkSJFmuTVNzP%2FKwdioJ6o47kyP%2FoipLkzHQXbmmeEwoO5Uzb音�DvmRHmJWv3GiX21JRV4PFac6Jj9holsMX5PZiOmyUfgsHyj5v4mQBX98v6zNOBOP2J6p8P4sbMEdq0Jov0Ois36d%2B7oLC5iQgd%2FSRqp8sTcUbeTUO8GtZaVLc5i9usCDQbKcinnOcL6xQzzdC5wOQ8qwriE8rz41Z3F1poPPt0ns4wkPd%2Bw2mz4VwBo9Ruc1sjX1Z2E8ozcJHkZKwMo6gsOOO1zXO3K333vAUIH8%2FahVBUtsS5fXtFlWFgtkSODEWuvB9LQkGlXdfq%2FW7GSUAVrbfsdwtnnnUHHDlUguLc4052f7EOb%2BO93elmiz2N%2FCzTlgFm%2BxYZnho30dvtfD1vRRPINrppnd9M17FSyK%2BXd6dOivQbJez0Xd4%2FN2xMPi66TJb8zTJbQY0xYQzFwTJ9PzOCA%3D%3D)

1 Cup of This Will "Destroy" Your
Nail Fungus (Before Bed)
Nutra Pure USA
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Do This Every Time You Buy a Lotto
Ticket (win 1 out of 12 Times)
Living healthy

(//trends.revcontent.com/click.php?
d=S%2F0jaORmf7%2FpkWzcjrBT7A%2FWopJqvDlqotHwZV8JssM3n79nrsM8DOK1G6%2B26h%2FIlyqri23ZFjMlD4%2FvHwbtek5H%2Bpg0Ys3YaDABuZSDaWMhvLvruD8XpxQTG8A%2ByfLixc43uWLcEYkV8OI9EMUzK343Ra9iNTcJOntFgmJH%2BtuFSlKkGXELOFycYw%2BrO3QfBw7ZytpJ31wzh%2B0OqxNyAkSq7hsrc3ICGDj1CgZyj9Bx2SG7T8UZHYOAzQ7gCgac5eJ17CXVb7BPcvu%2FMulCSialMCoz2SBXhjfE3mV19%2Bmv2ilMiQTYUsx5MpP%2BOq9p4oXzdn0AS8azNuijEGpnfbV6LfxheG81mzLLdxF20Sp4YzeL728s%2BE0K64KAdE6TSc8HtvFRdPsf0tIrguqv9SljveMf7tbVTBifL6bobhHtCI226T0LABeqzlLE9V87uS6Ytx04Jq7DGYM1ltsah0E6M0qOaShzEj3brjb2nciHxxhyEp1ptXMHho%2BYjAQrfy9qSB9XX1SxCVd%2FB96P%2Fm%2BO7BxAf9GKbksXiqUztqoSuEiNQXCu2f%2BW5lPSfHAO8V7BtcfY%2Bf92BonlBlTlvAlBD4n8K4g5ws752eLe%2Fo%2BKV1cURHJi6u09u13RrKJUb3x%2Fe5s8co2zDSF1Xav36aIzC4ncHY%2BZ%2FHu88YveTJf1SPPDU8tuyTL%2Bn6LGrdckZ5u8z0l1音�8hgzezyabY6Q%3D%3D)

Ads by Revcontent

Meryl Streep is Married - At Age of 68 yo
The Reason For Their Marriage Can Break Your Heart. Watch more. itunes.apple.com
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